The changes of amplitudes and latencies of visual evoked potentials (VEP) induced by overloading a mental task (a modification of Kadobayashi's addition task method) was studied in 20 untreated patients with monopolar endogenous depression and 11 normal controls matched in age and sex.
In addition, the relationship between the baseline VEP and the changes following the mental task was investigated in both groups.
1) The patient showed a more noticeable decrease in amplitude-ratios of Pino of VEP after overloading the mental task of both 20-second and 15-minute duration than the control. The latency of P100 um did not show any significant changes after the mental tasks.
2) In the baseline VEP before the task there was no significant difference in the amplitude and latency of P100 100 between the patient and the control.
3) There were no correlations between the amplitude-ratio changes after the mental task and the amplitude of the baseline VEP before the task. 
